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Casting The Vision



Amazing neighborhoods are the product of 

amazing neighbors. They are the willful collection 

of residents, business owners, retailers and 

restaurateurs who have come together around a 

shared philosophy and a common set of values. 

They are inherently irresistible, vibrant places. S H A K E R  H E I G H T S ,  O H
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PROJECT PHILOSOPHY



A HISTORIC 
DOWNTOWN FOR 
A HISTORIC CITY
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6Casting the Vision
WHAT THE PROJECT WANTS TO BE

 

Urban
environment
in the suburbs

Smart
planning

Complimented  with 
unique national brands

Extension of the Neighborhoods 

Multi-story, 
mixed-use 
density

all modes of 
transportation

The best

of local

Easily accessible by 
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Planning The District
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REGIONAL CONNECTIONS

NOT TO SCALE
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EXISTING CONDITIONS
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EXTENTS OF THE 
VAN AKEN DISTRICT
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VAN AKEN DISTRICT BOUNDARY
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CONTROLLED PARCELS
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VAN AKEN DISTRICT BOUNDARY
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FORMER PLANNING EFFORT



15Planning the District
DISTRICT VISION circa 2000

Former Planning Vision:
•	 Vibrant, walkable, mixed-use district
•	 Interesting buildings & landscape
•	 Central gathering place
•	 Unique retail & office mix
•	 Connection to existing neighborhoods
•	 Education, arts or civic anchor
•	 Iconic transit station
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CORE PLANNING PRINCIPLES

GRID SPACEFORM+ +
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CORE PLANNING PRINCIPLES

= PLACE
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DISTRICT VISION PLAN
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NEW STREET GRID
EXISTING STREET GRID
BUS ONLY

NEW INTERSECTIONS

EXISTING INTERSECTION
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STREET NETWORK DIAGRAM
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TRANSIT NETWORK DIAGRAM
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NOACA REGIONAL PRIORITY BICYCLE ROUTE

ANTICIPATED SHARROW
PROPOSED BIKES MAY USE FULL LANE SIGNAGE
ON-ROAD BICYCLE ROUTE
LOW-SPEED RESIDENTIAL STREET
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REGIONAL BIKE NETWORK DIAGRAM
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DISTRICT VISION PLAN
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CURRENT DEVELOPMENT PLAN
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HIGHLIGHTED CURRENT DEVELOPMENT
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NEW STREET GRID

EXISTING STREET GRID

BUS ONLY

INTERNAL INTERSECTIONS

TRAFFIC SIGNALS
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STREET NETWORK DIAGRAM
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TRANSIT NETWORK DIAGRAM
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ANTICIPATED SHARROWS
PROPOSED BMUFL SIGNAGE
NOACA REGIONAL PRIORITY BICYCLE ROUTE
ON-ROAD BICYCLE ROUTE; LOW-SPEED RESIDENTIAL STREET
BIKE RACKS

BIKE RACKS + REPAIR STATION
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27Planning the District
BICYCLE NETWORK DIAGRAM
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EXISTING CROSSWALKS
PEDESTRIAN SITE ACCESS
NEW CROSSWALKS
PRIMARY PEDESTRIAN CIRCULATION
BLUE LINE PLATFORM
BUS WAITING ZONE

PUBLIC PARKING
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PEDESTRIAN CIRCULATION DIAGRAM
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BUILDING LOBBIES
STOREFRONT ZONE - NO ENTRY

STOREFRONT ZONE - POTENTIAL ENTRY

AUXILIARY ENTRY ZONE
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ENTRY DIAGRAM
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PRIMARY PUBLIC SPACES (THE LIVING ROOM + GARDEN)

SPECIAL EVENT PUBLIC SPACE (ROAD CLOSURE)
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PUBLIC SPACE DIAGRAM
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LEGACY VILLAGE, LYNDHURST

PERK PARK, CLEVELANDTRIANGLE PARK, CHAGRIN FALLS

EASTMAN READING GARDEN, CLEVELAND

1.57
ACRES
TOTAL

1.70
ACRES
TOTAL

.11
 ACRE

.42
 ACRE

.33 
ACRE

.30
 ACRE

1.40
 ACRE

0.50
 ACRE

1.20
 ACRE
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PUBLIC SPACE COMPARISONS
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GROUND FLOOR PROGRAM PLAN
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2ND FLOOR PROGRAM PLAN
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5TH FLOOR PROGRAM PLAN
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35Planning the District
BIRDS-EYE FLYING ANIMATION



36Planning the District
BIRDS EYE VIEW ABOVE SHAKER HEIGHTS COUNTRY CLUB LOOKING SOUTHEAST



Landscape Design



Integrating the natural landscape with the 
built environment was a key component of 
The Garden City Movement and a guiding 
development principle for the brothers.

VAN AKEN DISTRICT
CITY OF SHAKER HEIGHTS

CONCEPT PLANS
Date 2014 10 30

38Landscape Design
THE GARDEN CITY MOVEMENT



VAN AKEN DISTRICT
CITY OF SHAKER HEIGHTS

CONCEPT PLANS
Date 2014 10 30
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SHAKER LANDSCAPE TYPOLOGIES
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LANDSCAPE TYPOLOGY
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SHAKER LANDSCAPE TYPOLOGIES
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VAN AKEN DISTRICT
CITY OF SHAKER HEIGHTS

CONCEPT PLANS
Date 2014 10 30

LANDSCAPE TYPOLOGY
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NEW SHAKER LANDSCAPE TYPOLOGIES



VAN AKEN DISTRICT
CITY OF SHAKER HEIGHTS

CONCEPT PLANS
Date 2014 10 30

42Landscape Design
QUILT INSPIRATION



Care in Design and Craft.
Elegance and Practicality.

43Landscape Design
QUILT PATTERN



44Landscape Design
SITE PLAN
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45Landscape Design
PRIMARY PUBLIC SPACES

THE LIVING ROOM

THE 
GARDEN



46Landscape Design
LIVING ROOM PLAN
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47Landscape Design
LIVING ROOM CIRCULATION DIAGRAM
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48Landscape Design
LIVING ROOM PROGRAM DIAGRAM
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49Landscape Design
LIVING ROOM PATIO DIAGRAM
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50Landscape Design
GARDEN PLAN
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GARDEN CIRCULATION DIAGRAM
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GARDEN PATIO DIAGRAM
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30” BIORETENTION SOIL
DRAINAGE LAYER
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53Landscape Design
PLANTING PLAN
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