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Shaker Heights Sponsorship Application
for Participation in Bad Girl Ventures Spring 2016 Class
February 2016
Micro-lending organization Bad Girl Ventures (BGV) offers business education courses and financing twice per year to help women-owned startups launch, manage and market their businesses.

To incentivize our own Shaker Height’s business women to participate, the City of Shaker Heights will sponsor one participant for the Spring Course!  Generally, the cost is $250/participant.  However, the City will subsidize $200 of the cost.  What’s the catch?

1. You are committed to actively participating in the entire course, 

2. You pay $50 of the participation fee, and 

3. Contact Katharyne Starinsky (216.491.1335/ Katharyne.starinsky@shakeronline.com) with your interest and complete the following application by 9:00 am on Thursday, February 11, 2016.

TO APPLY FOR SPONSORSHIP

Complete and submit the following application by 9:00am on Thursday, February 11, 2016 by email to EconomicDevelopment@shakeronline.com or in-person or by mail to:

City of Shaker Heights

Department of Economic Development

3400 Lee Road, Shaker Heights, OH 44120

Selection Process

· The City of Shaker Heights will review applications to select one participant for the Spring 2016 BGV cohort.
· Applicants will be notified the decision by 5:00pm on Friday, February 12, 2016, so that applicants will have time to complete the BGV application, which is due Monday, February 15, 2016.  Applicants may apply to participate in BGV even if she isn’t selected for sponsorship by the City of Shaker Heights.

More about the Bad Girl Ventures
· Experienced, successful business owners and professionals teach the BGV nine-week course. You’ll connect with other participants, expand your professional network, learn how to run a business, and walk out with a business plan.

· BGV offers “finalist” and “student” participation. Finalist candidates must apply and undergo in-person interviews. Selected candidates compete for a $25,000 low-interest, three-year term business loan. Finalists also receive homework assignments, guidance from mentors and publicity. 

· Qualifications:  Only women-owned businesses less than five years old can qualify as finalists. Don’t meet these requirements? Register as a student. You’ll gain business knowledge and connect with other professionals. 

· BGV finalists cover various industries including fitness services, baby equipment, and food and beverage. 

· BGV believes that strong leaders build successful businesses. Our finalists strive for success and are passionate about their products/services. 

· BGV is not an “idea competition.” We expect applicants to have researched business ideas and share details about the target audience, competitive edge and likelihood for success of their products/services.

· Entrepreneurs aren’t required to have revenue-generating businesses at the time of application. However, finalists must show the ability to meet loan repayment obligations after completing the program.

· To learn more about BGV, attend an info session!  The next one is Tuesday, February 9, 2016 from 5:30pm to 7:00pm at the Small Business Development Center of CSU located in the Cleveland Heights-University Heights Public Library (2345 Lee Road, Cleveland Heights, OH 44118).
· Applications for the BGV Spring 2016 class are due February 15.
· If you are accepted into the BGV Spring 2016 cohort, classes will be on Saturdays from 9:15am until 12:15pm. Free parking and drinks are provided.
· Contact Réka Barabás, Director, Bad Girl Ventures Cleveland at reka@badgirlventures.com or 216-759-4575 for more information. Also, visit www.badgirlventures.com to learn even more about BGV!

If you would like to be sponsored by the City of Shaker Heights to participate in the BGV Spring 2016 class, please contact Katharyne Starinsky by Thursday, February 11.  Or, if you have a suggestion for a Shaker Heights business that you think would benefit from this program, forward them this information!
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Contact Information
	Name
	Click here to enter text.

	Street Address
	Click here to enter text.

	City, State ZIP Code
	Click here to enter text.

	Preferred Phone
	Click here to enter text.

	Email Address
	Click here to enter text.

	Business Name
	Click here to enter text.

	Existing or Start-Up?
	Click here to enter text.

	Business Website
	Click here to enter text.

	Business Social Media Pages
	Click here to enter text.


Business Type

What type of business do you operate?
	 MACROBUTTON  DoFieldClick ___ Food/Beverage
	 MACROBUTTON  DoFieldClick ___ Professional Service/Office

	 MACROBUTTON  DoFieldClick ___ Retail
	 MACROBUTTON  DoFieldClick ___ Entertainment

	 MACROBUTTON  DoFieldClick ___ Art/Design
	 MACROBUTTON  DoFieldClick ___ Other: Click here to enter text.


Business Description

Describe your business in 500 words or less.
	Click here to enter text.


Why Shaker Heights?

Please briefly explain why you would like to open (or expand/grow) a business in Shaker Heights.
	Click here to enter text.


Location

If you will be new to Shaker Heights as a brick and mortar, do you have a specific property in Shaker Heights in mind for your business. If so, please provide your ideal property or commercial district.
	Click here to enter text.


Agreement and Signature

By submitting this application, I affirm that the facts set forth in it are true and complete. I understand that if I am accepted as a City of Shaker Heights sponsored BGV participant, any false statements, omissions, or other misrepresentations made by me on this application may result in my immediate dismissal.

	Name (printed)
	

	Signature
	

	Date
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