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Employee Recognition Awards 2015

Act of Valor Award: Corporal Gary Salvage, Police Department

Cpl. Salvage was recognized for his life-saving actions on April 2, 2014. After being dispatched for a 911
call involving a stabbing, Cpl. Salvage found two men, one covered in blood, standing in the street.
Acting decisively, he blocked the street with his vehicle and handcuffed the suspect, directing him to the
ground. He then quickly located a male stabbing victim lying in the driveway who was bleeding profusely
from a laceration to his neck and carotid artery. Cpl. Salvage drew on his training and professionalism
and immediately applied direct pressure to the victim’s neck to stop the bleeding. The victim was
transported to the hospital and ultimately made a full recovery.

All Star Team Award: Twila Crosby and Amber Sherbondy, Permit Specialists, Building Department
No matter what the circumstance, this All-Star team rolls up their sleeves and works hard. This duo is
often greeted first thing in the morning by contractors and ringing phones, and as the day goes on the
chaos can increase. Through it all, they handle their jobs with enthusiasm and professionalism. Often
their work involves cooperation and collaboration with other departments, which they handle with
ease. This year, with numerous personnel changes in the Department, Ms. Crosby and Ms. Sherbondy
managed increased workloads and handled tasks that go beyond their formal job descriptions. They did
so willingly, showing great flexibility, creativity, and a positive attitude.

Simply Phenomenal Award: Cornelia “Connie” Byrne, Magistrate, Municipal Court

Connie Byrne is recognized for her dedication to the law clerk program in the Municipal Court, which has
contributed greatly to its success. Over the years, her distinguished mentorship of law clerks has helped
launch the careers of many lawyers. One law clerk noted that the education she provides “cannot be
found in any treatise, textbook, or classroom.” Under her guidance, clerks sit in on cases and follow up
with written draft decisions. Having written excellent decisions herself, Magistrate Byrne’s experience is
invaluable. Her success in this role is evident in the gratitude expressed by law clerks and in the number
who have chosen to use their law degrees in direct service to the community.

The Right Stuff Award: Karen Traylor, Records Supervisor, Police Department

Considered a role model because of her superior performance, Karen Traylor has distinguished herself
within the Police Department. Recent personnel changes have resulted in Supervisor Traylor taking on
additional work and responsibilities. She has done this willingly, even amending her personal schedule
and hours to ensure that work is completed on time and her staff gets time off. Leading by example,
Ms. Traylor’s staff has adopted her work ethic and productivity. After attending “Lean Ohio” training,
she evaluated, analyzed and incorporated principles learned in the course into her work, which
noticeably improved procedures in the Records Room.
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Employee Recognition Awards 2015 (cont’d)

The Right Stuff Award: Monica Hayes, Senior Analyst, Human Resources

Monica Hayes was recognized for her knowledge of HR issues, her helpfulness in answering questions,
and particularly for the professionalism she showed while managing the health insurance open
enrollment process for city staff. The open enrollment process is a difficult task due to the volume of
paperwork that needs to be managed with precision during a one-month time period. Ms. Hayes’
positive, patient attitude and willingness to find the answers to questions made the process go
smoothly. Always willing to adjust her schedule to help others through the enrollment process or new
employee orientation, Ms. Hayes is deserving of this award.

The Right Stuff Award: Ben Miller, Fire Fighter, Fire Department

Firefighter Ben Miller is recognized for his optimistic attitude, impressive knowledge, and passion for his
job. He returned to the Department in 2014 after being laid off in 2009. In just a short time, he has
become a valuable member of the team, serving as a role model for others. Recently, Fire Fighter Miller,
also known as The Professor, gave a lesson on Air Packs to new employees who came away duly
impressed by his in-depth knowledge and his ability to share it with others. He is often seen going over
equipment and answering questions with colleagues late at night. His leadership and passion have
strengthened the Department.

The Right Stuff Award: Marty O’Neill, Fire Fighter, Fire Department

Fire Fighter Marty O’Neill is recognized for his role in building a designated space to house the Police
Bear Cat vehicle. The vehicle needed a permanent home, having been bounced back and forth between
the Fire and Police departments due to space limitations. Using his carpentry skills, Fire Fighter O’Neill
transformed one of the old fire bays at City Hall into the new, permanent home of the Bear Cat. His
construction work resulted in substantial cost savings for the City, opened up much needed room at the
Police and Fire departments, and improved public service and responsiveness by insuring easy access to
the vehicle at all times.
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