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Working Title:  


The City of Trees 

Brief Narrative: 

The City of Trees is a collection of large-scale outdoor public art sculptures that are directly  
inspired by the community input to the Van Aken District Public Art Action Strategy Plan along 
with the Van Aken District’s 10-point Guiding Principles. 


This multi-piece durable outdoor metal artwork is designed from aluminum and depicts profiles 
of human faces that are integrated into individual leaf-shape sculptures. Each leaf shape 
depicts 2 or 4 unique tracings of human face profiles from members of the Shaker Heights 
community. The individual face profiles and leaf shapes will be custom laser-cut from aluminum 
sheets along with the venation pattern lines in the leaves (the suggested, but simplified, 
“veining” areas of a leaf). The aluminum will be painted in a vibrant color-theme that connects 
to the existing brand identity of Shaker Heights and the Van Aken District, while simultaneously 
complimenting and contrasting the surrounding urban and natural environment.


The City of Trees public art sculptures will allow for a large degree of flexibility, particularly in 
the placement of individual sculptures that can mark and signify key areas of focus and interest 
in the Van Aken District. Each sculpture will be custom designed to fit the unique criteria of a 
chosen site— adjusting size, color, pattern and install method to match the needs of a selected 
site. There is also future possibility in adapting and extending artwork locations by adding new 
custom leaf sculptures to the existing public art collection.


The City of Trees public art sculptures will also allow for direct community involvement in the 
making and creation of the public artworks by organizing an outdoor event where profiles of 
the public are photographed for inclusion in the finished sculptures. Along with a planned meet 
and greet with the artist, The City of Trees will give the community a sense of connection and 
ownership to the newly commissioned artworks and insight into the overall public art design 
and fabrication process.


Key Concepts: 

We are Nature. 

Community and Connection.

Human connection to Nature.

Community resident profiles captured in leaves. 

Each leaf and each individual is unique, one-of-a-kind and important.

Artwork that reflects the diversity of the community and district.

Vibrant, inclusive and up-lifting design aesthetic.

Flexible and adaptable artwork design and placement.

An extension of and connection to Shaker Heights’ existing brand identity.
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